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An ESD protection circuit includes an SCR and a 
switching means, such as a MOS transistor 
connected to the SCR so that the SCR is turned on 
by the switching means to allow an ESD pulse to 
pass from a Pad line to a grounded VSS line and 
thereby dissipate the ESD pulse. The SCR is 
connected between the Pad line and the VSS line. 
One MOS switching means is connected between 
the Pad line and the SCR and has a gate which is 
connected to a VDD line which maintains the switch 
in open condition during normal VDD bias 
conditions. An ESD pulse applied to the Pad line, 
the switch is preconditioned in ON mode allowing 
the SCR to be predisposed to conduction to allow 
the ESD pulse to flow to the VSS line. 
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